[Is there a correlation between alcohol drinking and sexual risk taking? A discussion of conceptional aspects exemplified by HIV infected men with homosexual behavior].
Does sexual risk behavior and alcohol consumption correlate or is sexual risk behavior due to alcohol consumption? These questions are controversially discussed in the literature. We investigated whether the two different methodological concepts (global association, e.g. not specific to the critical incident and situational association) cause these discrepancies in a sample of 64 HIV-infected gay men. There was no significant global association between alcohol consumption and sexual risk behavior. Using the situational approach, drinking was not related to sexual risk behavior. The combination of these two concepts may help to identify persons at risk.